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66 You have comnered the
market on possums” |
told Zach, a university student
conducting depredation studies on
opossum and raccoon carcasses.
His request that I trap opossums
and raccoons for his study was
put into motion the previous year
when I made contact with another
student, Jim, who was leading a
crop depredation study in the
area where I trapped. Although,
I was aware of the study being
conducted, I did not know how
involved I would be in it a few
years later.
One morning during the
2003 season, I caught a large
boar raccoon in a 220 Conibear
set in a raccoon trail. The animal
looked “weird” from a distance.
After taking the raccoon out of
the trap, I found that it had a radio
collar around its neck and ear
tags. The ear tags had a phone

number, which I called, and
found that the animal was part
of a Purdue University research
study involving raccoons, turkey,
deer, and other animals.

The study was occurring
in most of the area where my
trapline was, and I caught several
ear tagged raccoons that year. I
was able to keep all the tags, but
they wanted the collar returned.
On one trip to my fur buyer’s
building, 1 found that they had
another collar from another
raccoon.

Jim set a time for him to
come and pick up the collar from
me at my home. Once he arrived,
he was curious in my catches, so
I showed him the raccoons and
other animals I had caught, my
traps and my trapping truck. Itold
him that I called it my “Tricked
out trapping truck.” T said that
it should not be confused with a
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“trapped out tricking truck.”

He asked ifhe could check
traps with me one morning, and I
said that would be great. I always
like to have someone along to
share my trapping experiences
with. I do not remember how
many animals were caught
that day, but he seemed to be
impressed with the number and
variety caught.

We were talking about the
fur buyer and the radio collar they
had taken off another raccoon. I
made contact with the buyer and
let him know that Jim would be
making contact with him. Jim and
I also discussed another student
who was studying parasites that
reside in raccoon’s intestines. I
brought up that I did not think
that the fur buyer would mind
a student cutting the guts out of
several raccoons for their study.

Onasubsequent visitto the
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America’s Trapping and Predator Hunting Outlet
Call: 989-569-3482 * Service@PcsOutdoors.com

PcsOutdoors Offers the Largest Lure

AuSable Brand Meat Fed AuSable Brand Body Grip

Selection Anywhere! Fresh Quality Urine Trap Stabilizer Stands
B et ol Bete Animal Pint Quart 1/2 Gallon Gallon  AuSable Brand Stabilizers are
Hawbaker’s: Jamesc':n's, Wolfen Lures: Red Fox $5.95 $10.95 $18.95 $32.95 Proudly Made in the USA and

John Graham'’s, JR & Sons, Kains Lure, Coyote $6.95 $12.95 $19.95 $33.95 are built and welded to last.
Kansas Trapline, Kishel's, Leggett Lures, Mink $6.95 $11.95 $19.95 $29.95 These popular H style
Lenon Lures, Mark June, Milligan Brand, Raccoon $6.95 $13.95 $20.95 $34.95 stabilizers will grant you
= Night Owl, NO-BS Lures, O'Gorman Lures,  Groy Fox $6.95 $12.95 $19.95 $33.95 easability in the field and aid you
. ~ -~ ReloiRickardylahmy Thorpe S in many catches over time.
e g L Huge Inventory * Quality Products Get them while they last! Sells out every year!!!
Great Prices ¢ Fast Shipping
% i Deep Water|Deep Water|
Size (6 Pack|Dozen|[J€Ep, TTe! ERzea
#110 $16.95 |$30.95 $19.95 $37.95
#150/155| $17.95 ($31.95| $20.95 $39.95
#160 $18.95|$32.95( $21.95 $41.95
#220 $19.95 |$35.95 $23.95 $45.95
#280 $25.95 |1$47.95| $36.95 $69.95
| e Loy #330 $30.95 |$57.95| $43.95 - $84.95
- -_— See Website for Full Line of Bridger, Duke, MB, Austsble v quves
Lenon Lures: Full line of animal lures & baits starting at NO-BS, Rudy, Havahart, & WCP Traps. Gre_at Lake_s Series
$7.50/1 oz. or $25.00/4 oz. én%hfdr Qua:llty A":frlcag Mg}dg Prtoduct!
s : T - csOutdoors has partnered with Dexter
Don t forget Y°ur lure making supplies!!! i ; Woolly Russell to bring you the ultimate in fur
Glycerine: $8.95/Pint $13.95/Qt. $18.95/Half Gal. $32.95/Gal. handling knives. Each knife is made to last
Glycol: $6.95/Pint $10.95/Qt. $16.95/Half Gal. $24.95/Gal. ] St nii with DEXSTEEL & easy to clean
Fish Oil: $5.50/Pint $9.95/Qt. $14.95/Half Gal. $26.95/Gal. ; | : X v

Salmon Oil: $8.50/Pint $13.95/Qt. $21.95/Half Gal. $29.95/Gal. polypropy|sife-hiandles.

We are now selling Woolly Dry Goods wool

Shellfish Oil: Various Sizes Available from $3.95 - $129.95 | blankets and clothing. These products use AuSable Two Handled “Superior”
Sodium Benzoate Powder: $6.50/lb. $26.95/5 Ibs. 3 " brushed wool to make them super soft to Fleshing Knife
Check our website for other lure ingredients, oils, and product availability. the touch! Woolly Wool Blankets 13" Blade - One side sharper than other.

50" x 58" $89.95 Each
85% Wool 15% Nylon w
Multiple Colors Avail. THETE

Classic AuSable Two Handled “Superior

All Lures, Baits, Books, & DVDs Ship for a Flat Rate of $5.90!!!

Proud member of the NTA and most state trapping associations!

« Internal security pocket.

» Made with 11 oz wool.
2lb. Bobcat, Coyote, « Bl SRETAEfEH,
& Wolf Rotating Trap Drag . gog insulation in sleeves.
m

$6.50/Ea. $35.00/Half Dz. $66.00/Dz. « Reinforced collar.

AuSable “Huron” Skinning Knife
4-1/2" Blade $19.95 Each

P =

0 : $119.00 Each - : -

s AuSable Brand Rotating Trap Drags Sherpa Backed ;J;YHBI:)L Floeshlzg Khnlfe -

5 Coyote & Bobcat Drags 3/8” $149.00 Each ade - r;oshzz;;gzac:n Dmer,
& $2.95/Ea. $29.95/Dz. Woolly Shirt Jackets $66:96-Each :

> Fox & Raccoon Drags 1/4" Multiple Sizes & Colors Avail. % . w
2 $2.49/Ea. $23.95/Dz. 85% Wool 15% Nylon - -

o
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(2 Dozen) AuSable Trap AuSable Brand T-Handle Magnum
Anchor 15” Cable Stakes Stake Driver
Driver Included Drives AuSable Brand Stake Ends &

Starting at $269.00 Each
Bulldog Stake Puller

Your stakes can be pulled &

AuSable “Houghton” Skinning Knife
3-1/2" Blade $19.95 Each

reused with this tool. Works y o

P Wolf Fang Style ends! $15.00 Each on bath cable stakes & AuSable “Erie” Pelting Knife
Price: $36.95 Ausable Brand Trap R rerod take. $98.95 Each 334" Blade 19,92 Each
You Save: Anchor Stake Ends
$9.00 (23%) $6.95/Dz. - $27.95/50 Pk. - $52.95/100 Pk.

] AuSable Anchor 15x3/32” Cable Attached $16.95/Dz. =
Thousands So’,d' AuSable Anchor 20x3/32” Cable Attached $18.95/Dz. Large - 4.5" Blade
BEST SELLER! AuSable Anchor 30x3/32” Cable Attached $20.95/Dz. $39.95 Each
AuSable Brand Snares & Snare Extensions €D
AuSable Brand MI Legal Snares - 66” 7x7 3/32” $29.95/Dz. g " - <
AuSable Brand 4ft 3/32” Snare w/ Sure Lock PCS Feather Light Dog AuSable Aluminum Tail Stripper
Looped End $16.95/Dz. Wire Swivel End $18.95/Dz. —— Proof Coon Traps $7.50 Each

AuSable Brand 5ft 1/16” Snare w/ Sure Lock = )
Looped End $17.95/Dz. Wire Swivel End $19.95/Dz. A
AuSable Brand 5ft 1/16” Snare w/ Washer Lock
Looped End $18.95/Dz. Wire Swivel End $20.95/Dz. 4 " 3
AuSable Brand 5ft 3/32” Snare w/ Sure Lock only. Cast Aluminum & American chain
Looped End $19.95/Dz. Wire Swivel End $21.95/Dz. 3 & swivels. Truly a new standard of traps!
3/32” 7x7 Snare Extensions w/ Looped & Wire Swivel Ends =" $13.95/Ea. $139.95/Dz.

4Aft $12.95/Dz. - 6t $14.95/Dz. - 8t $17.95/Dz.

Time Proven!!!
Outlasts All Steel Traps!
American Made DP Trap. Pull Trigger

Hide & Fur Tanning Formula
The #1 Tanning Solution
$8.95 Each
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Uncle Freddie’s
Big Game Gut Gloves

9E

vailable in sizes:
M, L, XL, & XXL!!!

Short 12“ Insulated: $19.99 Each Pair
Long 26” Insulated: $39.99 Each Pair

Now Featuring:

N0z

LURES
NO-BS Traps & Accessories
Check out the full line of NO-BS
X-Treme traps available on our website
now! These traps come pre-dipped in
black and are built to last. Great quality
and rugged for the toughest traplines!

products.

$8.00/8 oz. Bag

$6.20/4 oz. Bottle

K.O. K9 X-Treme
Dogless OS Traps

« 6” Inside jaw spread

* 6.5” Outside jaw spread
+ Night-Latched

« Available in 2 Coil OS,
2 Coil OL, 4 Coil OS,

4 Coil OL, & 4 Coil IL/OL.

K.O. K9 X-Treme Jr.

$33.95/10 Ibs.
Flake Wax

$119.95/40 Ibs.

Dogless OS Traps
+5.25” Inside jaw spread
« 5.6” Outside jaw spread
« Night-Latched

« Available in 2 Coil OS,
2 Coil OL, 4 Coil OS, &
4 Coil OL.

Performance

« Pull only trigger

« 2 HD swivels

« Extra chain w/

dirt anchor

« Dipped in black
ONLY $124.95/Dz.

Snare Dip
$29.95/Gal.

Cradle Setters for No-BS K9 X-Treme
& Jr. Coil Spring Traps
A must havel Makes setting these traps
so much easier!
Powder

$28.95 Each Set a
_-dl $10.00 Each

AuSable Brand Dirt Hole Augers
2” Auger - Fits 1/2” Chuck 3” Auger - Fits 1/2” Chuck
18” long with a 2” blade 21.5” long with a 3” blade

$19.95 Al “ $24.95. . . | E

Buy Both & SAVE!!! $41.95/Bundle - Savings of $2.95!!!

SPECIAL!!! Darton Terminator Il

Crossbow Package!!!
Get them while they last as this special price and free
accessory package is limited to existing inventory.

Contents:
- Darton Terminator Il Crossbow
-4 x 32 Scope
- Scope Rings
- Lynx Four-Bolt Quiver

ICOtec Callers & Decoys

Check out our
website for
pricing on our
full line of Icotec
predator callers
and decoys!
IcoTec Gen2

IG0tec -

We sell a complete
line of Pete Rickard’s

Yellow Trap Wax
$6.20/1 Ib. $20.00/5 Ibs.
Crystal Logwood Dye

Liquid Logwood Dye

Other Waxes & Dyes

Black Odorless Trap Wax
$3.95/1 Ib. $17.95/5 Ibs.

$17.95/5 Ib. $32.95/10 Ibs.

Red Powder Logwood Dye
$3.85/1 Ib. $18.95/5 Ibs.

Andy Stoe’s Speed Dip
Available in Black or Brown
$12.95/Qt. $31.95/Gallon

NO-BS K.0. DP Coon Traps 1rapping Gear Products

Predator Callers & Decoys

SPECIAL!!!
Lucky Duck Kat Attakk

on our website!!!

ﬂ(ARD; AuSable Brand Pack

s , Baskets w/ Harness

If you're serious about
exploring the outdoors,
you need a serious pack
basket. Handmade with
unwavering attention to
detail, this line is expertly
woven with a tighter, more
intricate style. .

Our AuSable Brand Pack Basket
Collection is the trapper’s perfect
companion.

16" $63.95 + 18” $66.95 + 20" $67.95
22" $70.95 » 24" $85.95

22" Extra Wide $74.95

24" Extra Wide $87.95

Organizers : Basket or Bucket NOT Included.

Basket: $32.95 Bucket: $34.95

Small Tools:

16” Trowel - $16.95 11" Hoe - $17.95

11” Cultivator Rake - $15.95

See our full selection of baskets &
accessories on PcsOutdoors.com!

AuSable Brand Steel
Trapping Tools
“Built For The Toughest Traplines”
Check out our website for more
trapping tools and bundled sets!

AuSable Brand Trapper’s Standard
Blade Trowel 24” $18.95

——

Standard Trowel 26” $23.95

Bullet Proof Trap &

AuSable Brand Trapper’s Digging

Sod Hoe 20” $18.95 !

Standard Trowel 28”
Powder Coated Orange

Battle Born Trap Cleaning $28.95

Narrow Blade 26”
Powder Coated Orange
$28.95

[—

AuSable Brand Trap Setting Tools
HD Aluminum Body Grip Trap Setter 26”

numg [ gt
e cuganig PO

Lightweight setter that makes setting any body grip

trap a breeze. From 110s up to 330s.
Trap sizes 110 - 160 $8.95 Each
North American Fur Bearers Book

$17.95 Each
¥ Published by PcsOutdoors.com

Mini Setters 167 ==
Furry Critters
N Children’s book with real pieces

C350 $144.99 Was $88-96, NOW $32.00!

PcsOutdoors offers many different styles of predator callers

AuSable Brand Trapper’s D-Handle

AuSable Brand Trapper’s D-Handle

of fur and a story for each animal

' covered. Red Fox, Skunk, Badger,
| Otter, Coyote, and Beaver covered.
' A unique book made of the quality
material you expect from PcsOutdoors.

$29.95 Each

Check out our website for our
full trapping book and dvd library!

By PcsOutdo

- E-Z Draw Cocking Rope
- Crossbow Rail Lube
- 3x Carbon Bolts

ALL OF THIS FOR $399.95!!!

ble Brand - Quality Pro

www.trappersworld.com

Follow us on our
Facebook & Youtube
Channels!
“Feather Light DP Trap
Video Catching Monster
NorthEastern Ml Raccoon”

Visit us online at wvw.PCSOUTDOORS.com

5911 Mission St., Oscoda, Ml 48750

Phone: 989-569-3482 or 989-569-3480

Email: service@pcsoutdoors.com

Now the ONLY US Distributor of
Canada Made Ouell Rudy Traps!

Whether you are gold trappers, exterminators,

or someone who is fed up with having animals
ransack your property, solve the problem yourself
with these high performance and easy to use traps.

==

Rudy Body Grip Traps ——
110 Body Grip Trap $12.00 Each

120 MAG Body Grip Trap $15.00 Each

160 Plus Body Grip Trap $17.00 Each

220 Plus Body Grip Trap $19.00 Each

280 Body Grip Trap $21.00 Each

330 Body Grip Trap $27.00 Each

Rudy Accessories
Rudy Aluminum Body Grip Setters $21.00
r

s/
O S w—

Rudy Self Locking Setters $27.00
Rudy Safety Grip Tool $10.00

Rudy Paraffin/Beewax Mix $6.00/Ib.

Now an Official Renogy Dealer!
If you're looking for camping, off-grid,

RV, or rural energy solutions, check out
the Renogy products we now offer. From
small units that will charge your devices

to full kits, to larger equipment, we have
itall.

These products ship right to your door
and are ready to go. Renogy products are
built tough at affordable prices. Order
yours today!

Master Trappers Book

by Tom Miranda

Dive into the history and reflections of
some of the most influential trappers of
all time. Join well-known outdoorsman
Tom Miranda as he tells the stories of
the Master Trappers. $54.95 Each

Shipping Chart for the lower 48 states:

$1.00 - $50.00 $9.90
$50.01 - $100.00 16.90
$100.01 - $200.00 24.75

$200.01 and up 26.75
Lures, Books, & DVDs ship for $5.90!
*There may be additional shipping charges for

large or bulky items. You will be notified if shipping
charges exceed $10.00.

**Alaska & Hawaii customers pay actual shipping
costs. We will contact you after your shipment has
been packaged and weighed if there are any
additional charges to confirm if you would like to
complete the transaction.

s « Tariff Free in the USA!
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Free Supply Catalog

Listing a complete line of: Trapping, Coon

| Hunting, Predator Calling, Dog Supplies, Knives,

| WWW.SO UTHEASTERNO UTDOOR.COM

WWWw.

Books, DVDs, etc.
“Our 53rd year in Business”

SOUTHEASTERN OUTDOOR

SUPPLIES, INC.

4250 FIGSBORO RD.
MARTINSVILLE, VA 24112

Ph: 276-638-4698
SoutheasternOutdoor.com

fur buyer, the student was there
removing the innards. He was
removing each set of intestines
and individually bagging them.
In later discussions with the
fur buyer, he said that student
bagged several hundred raccoon
guts.

Before the 2007 season
started, I received a call from
Zach. Jim had told him about me
and Zach wanted to buy all the
raccoons and opossums I could
catch. I asked him what he was
offering. The price for opossum
was better than what I was
getting which was nothing and |
told him that he had cornered the
market on opossums and could
purchase everyone I caught. His
raccoon prices were lower than
what I was getting for the larger
ones. Zach said that I could sell
the larger ones elsewhere, and |
said he could have all the small
and medium ones.

Conibear line using no bait or
lure. All traps were set in pre-
existing trails. The animals were
already using the trail, so no
other attractant was needed. I
was catching about one opossum
for every three raccoons I caught.
The only baited sets I used were
in cage traps in barns.

Zach had two
requirements for the carcasses.
They had to be fresh, not rotten,
and there could not be any blood
on them. I had freezer space and
whenever they were full, I would
call, and he would come and pick
up the animals.

Based on the price he
paid for possums, I wanted to
make sure [ had a way to dispatch
the ones in cage traps as well
without getting blood on them.
This meant shooting them was
out of the question. Running an
all 220 Conibear line was perfect
though as the animal is quickly
dispatched without and blood.

I was running a pure 220
@ FUR TAKERS OF AMERICA, INC.
* Established in 1968 with a goal of preserving our heritage while protecting our future.

Website: www.furtakersofamerica.com
» The Fur Taker-monthly magazine (free with regular/junior/life memberships)

Name

(first)
Address

(Last) (e-mail)

City State Zip Code Phone(__ )
Complete and send Appropriate Payment to:
g Re'g.u]ar&l-ﬂ El 3 yre 375 Fur Takers of America, Inc.
Junior $15 (age 17 or younger) PO Box 98
O Sustaining Donor $40 {magazine not included) Oregon, WI 53575
i P O New Membe
O Canadian Membership $50 = Rem:lm r (608) 298-3119

Contact for Life Membership Infor mation

Call to use your credit card for payment—service charge added accounting@ furtakersofamerica.com

24 < TRAPPER’S WORLD

My technique was to open
the cage trap with a 220 at the
entrance, when the possum came
out, it would get caught and be
quickly dispatched. I could not
use this technique for raccoons
though. Well, sometimes, I do
not think things out the best and
although my intentions were
good, the results were not as good
as [ had hoped. The method was
improved with time.

Maybe you have noticed,
that after you catch a few
animals in a cage trap and shoot
the animal in the same trap, your
catches dramatically dwindle. I
think it is because the following
animals smell the blood in the
trap and do not want to enter.
My method was to use a separate
dispatch cage to transfer the
raccoons to and them shoot them
in that. There was still a lot of
smell from a captured animal in
the trap, but not the blood.

Well, the 220s worked
for the captured possums until I
caught this large, grizzled veteran
in one barn. He was moving
slowly in the cage as I placed the
220 over the entrance and slowly
opened the door. Once the door
was open, I have never seen a
possum move so fast, especially
for a large one. Before I knew it,
the possum was mostly through
the 220. What I would usually
do is move the 220 to either side
as the animal is passing through
it, so the trigger will be tripped
earlier, especially if the possum
was trying to miss it.

This possum had to be
part snake as it slithered around
the trigger. I saw this happen and
moved the trap and trigger to the



side, but he was so fast, the trap
closed on his tail. So imagine
if you can, a possum with a 220
on its tail running as fast as |
have ever seen one run with me
running as fast as I could behind
trying the get a hold of the trap.
Well, just as I was able to get a
hold of the trap, it popped off of
the tail and the possum made it
safely under some stored lumber.

Boy, was I disappointed,
but I reset the cage trap. I had
a second cage trap in the hay
mound on the second level which
had not caught anything. Both
traps were using the same bait.
The next day, the possum was
in the other trap. He was smart
enough not to go back in the
same trap, but not smart enough
to equate the similar trap and bait
as trouble.

This time I used my
dispatch cage as part of the
equation. I continued to use this
method until Zach would not pay
me for possums anymore. The
cage traps I use have a locking
bar which will not allow the door
to open even if rolled upside
down. A person just pulls up on
the bar to open the door when
in this position. So each cage
trap is rolled on its top and the
dispatch cage is placed over
the door with its door open. If
it was a raccoon, I would pull
on the bar, releasing the door to
drop or open. Usually, raccoons
will cooperatively move into the
dispatch cage, where they would
be shot.

With the possums, I use
the same technique, except that
I would place a set 220 between
them. This way, even if a possum
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made it through the trap w1th0ut
tripping it, the animal could not
escape. This meant less chances
of me running through barns at
full tilt.

As time went on, I
improved my technique and
cut down the amount of time
and equipment needed. When I
caught a possum in a cage trap.
I would set the cage trap up on
end with the door up, keeping the
possum at the bottom, I would
slowly open the door. I used a
T rebar stake to pin the head of
the possum down, I then grabbed
it by the tail. After pulling the
possum out of the trap, I allowed
it to be on all fours while still
grasping its tail.

I would place the rebar
stake at the base skull where it
connects to the neck. Pushing
the animal to the ground and
placing my feet on either side of
the skull on the stake, I pulled up
on the tail. This dislocates the
neck from the skull resulting in a
quick dispatch.

Note that I do not
recommend this technique if you
are not familiar with handling
live wild animals. I also wore
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“Taos Lightening” 4-Coil Kits - Jaw Additions - Baseplates
“T-Bar” Shock Springs - “Chestnut” Double Stake Rings
Rubber Pad Kits - DVD’s - Books - SS Belt Clips

JC¢s Stake Puller - “Ezy Set” Trap Setter

See Tip Page on www.jcconner.com
7522 Mt. Zion Cemetery Rd., Newcomerstown, OH 43832

740-498-6822 or 6821

<t 4~;5_,r\_l:~<[
thick leather gloves and had
protection for other parts of my
body that could come in contact
with each animal.

For Zach’s study, the
carcasses were anchored to the
ground with camera’s focused
on them. The resulting animals
which visited each carcass
and the amount of time they
spent around each carcass was
recorded. He shared some of the
video with me. One interesting
visitor was a weasel. 1 had not
caught a weasel in Indiana up to
that time, but since have.

I 'was able to sell possums
and raccoons to Zach for two
seasons, I was happy to make
more from possums and small
raccoons than I normally would
have. These lower grade furs
were kept out of the fur market
while they were used for research
purposes that will hopefully help
some wildlife manager in the
future. Several research papers
have been published along with
several extension brochures for
the public. Too bad there isn’t
more cornering of the market for
these type of fur resources.
-Scot
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